
I am pleased to announce the English translation of 

my book Isonomia and the Origins of Philosophy 

(Duke University Press), which questions the 

idealization of ancient Athens as the source of 

philosophy and democracy by placing the origins 

instead in Ionia, a set of Greek colonies located in 

present-day Turkey that practiced isonomia—a 

system based on non-rule and a lack of social 

divisions whereby equality is realized through the 

freedom to immigrate. 

 

"In our anti-Eurocentrist era, attempts abound to 'decenter' European legacy, to 

demonstrate how European ideology borrowed from and simultaneously 

oppressed other traditions. Kojin Karatani does something very different: he 

decenters European legacy from within, shifting the accent from the classic 

Greek idealism (Plato, Aristotle) to its half-forgotten predecessors, the so-called 

Ionian materialists (Thales, Democritus), the first philosophers who were also 

the true founders of democratic egalitarianism. Karatani’s book makes you see 

the entire history of philosophy in a new way; it deserves to become an instant 

classic." — Slavoj Žižek 

 

For more information, and to order the paperback at a 30% discount, please visit 

dukeupress.edu/isonomia-and-the-origins-of-philosophy and enter coupon code 

E17ISONO during checkout. 

 

 


